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Tabo

Tabo (Ta-po) is a medium-
size village (population 540, 
altitude 3280 metres) in the 
lower Spiti valley. 
The large monastery of Tabo 
is situated on the plain in 
front of the village and today 
contains nine temples from 
different periods. 
It was the first monastery in 
the Western Himalayas to 
receive extensive scholarly 
attention, several reports 
about Tabo monastery and 
particularly its oldest temple, 
the Main Temple, having 
been published as early as 
1935. 
However, the political 
situation in Spiti changed 
drastically after the Second 
World War and only in recent 
years has it again been 
possible for non-Indians to 
resume studies there. 
Of the nine temples within the 
sacred enclosure at Tabo only 
the Tabo Main Temple (gtsug-
lag-khang) is attributable to 
the period earliest period of 
Buddhism in the area (10th 
to 13th centuries), while the 
other temples as they are 
preserved today range from 
the 14th to the 19th cenuries.
Some earlier remains, such 
as carved wooden door 
frames or stone bases for 
pillars, preserved at the 
other monuments probably 
represent cases of reusage.
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    gTsug-lag-khang (the Vihara) 1    
  Kitchen/ground floor-Abbots room/1th floor 1a  

    gSer lha-Khang (the golden temple) 2    
    dKyil-khang (the mandala temple) 3

    Byams-pa’l lha-khang (the Maitreya’s temple) 4    
    Brom-ston lha-khang chun-ba (the smaller temple of ‘Brom-ston) 5    

    rJe-bla-ma lha-khang (the temple of the master) 6    
    Brom-ston lha-khang chen-po (the larger temple of ‘Brom-ston) 7    

    mGon-khang (the temple of the tutelary deity) 8    
    dKar-‘byung lha-khang (the white temple) 9    

 Brag-phug dgon-pa (cave monastery) 10 

        Terminology according to Laxman S. Thakur                                                            
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site plan of the monastery
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